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BY KEITH W. STRANDBERG

Do you remember your first watch?
MM: I got my first watch when I was about 12 years old; 
it was one of my father’s watches with a silver band. I went 
to school with Illaria Bulgari, who was a very good friend 
of mine, and she had the most incredible watch collections 
ever. When I saw those, I wanted my own collection. 
I developed that watch envy very early on.

My godfather George Balanchine traveled the world 
to put on his ballets. Every time he returned from a different 
place he would always bring me a gift. He bought me watches, 
handbags and jewelry. The last watch he gave me was a gold 
Omega with a patent leather band from Switzerland. He also 
brought me a really interesting clear watch and band with a 
bubble on top and a sapphire colored dial from London.

At the time I was young and didn’t appreciate the gifts 
but now I treasure my collection of watches from all over!

My father was also an avid watch collector, he was a 
very sporty man and he loved his TAGs and Breitlings. Yet 
he had Cartiers and Audemars Piguets for when he dressed 
up. I love to wear his big watches; I think the diving TAG 
is sexy! When I graduated from high school I had my eye 
on an H.Stern as a graduation gift that I loved. Back then, 
I liked more subtle watches. After that I graduated to a 
TAG Heuer with a two-tone band and then I got the same 
watch in all stainless. I loved the TAGs as they told perfect 
time and I love to make the most of every minute of my time!

How big is your collection?
I have three TAGs, two Cartiers, one Chanel, three 
Breitlings, a Jorg Hysek that I love, and I have a bunch 
of miscellaneous watches. I have about 15 or 20 watches.

I love watches, I like the way they look and they feel. 
I like big watches, which goes with my jewelry. I see 
watches as an accessory.

Can you tell me about your jewelry?
My mother was a prima ballerina for the NY Ballet, 
so my jewelry is very theatrical. My pieces are user friendly, 
easy to wear, they feel good, and they have substantial 
weight. My jewelry makes people feel beautiful and sexy.

My full-on collection is primarily sterling silver, 
but I do gold and platinum and custom design.

Will you ever design your own watch line?
I will definitely do watches. I am not there yet. I am just about 
to launch a new jewelry collection, and eventually I will do a 
watch collection. I will do a higher end as well as a commercial 
line. I am looking to partner with the right watch company.

I did a line of watches years ago for a Japanese company, 
and I designed them after 1950s cars, so my Margo Manhattan 
watch collection will really depend on how I am feeling when 
I do it. It has to be timely. It always has to be in that moment.

What inspires you?
I guess it’s my vision, how I see things. My inspiration 
could be a conversation with a friend, it could be 
architecture, or it could be at the ballet, or seeing art in a 
museum. It could even be a feeling that I get, then I will 
start working from there. Now, I am working on an Angel 
collection, and then I am also working on a Star collection.

I am always sketching on napkins, wherever I can find 
something to write on. I might even text myself an idea, 
to create the inspiration in my mind, or I’ll google an idea.

Are you enjoying yourself?
I love what I am doing. What I love about my life is 
that I can be as creative as possible. Every time I sit 
down to sketch, I create 40 or 50 designs. I have such 
a great repertoire. I am often inspired by traveling to 
different places, I love to be adventurous.

What is your secret of success?
My secret is diligence. I don’t give up, I kept following 
my dream, and eventually I became an overnight success.

What is your next watch?
I have my eye on a really beautiful black ceramic 
Dior watch with diamonds in the center. I love the 
new Louis Vuitton pieces, and I love the bigger 
Chopard Happy Diamonds. 

MARGO MANHATTAN
This stunning blonde jewelry designer calls herself and her jewelry 
collection Margo Manhattan (MM), but that’s not her real name. 
The daughter of New York City Prima Ballerina Karin Von Aroldingen 
and the god-daughter of world-renowned ballet master George Balanchine, 
she is an ardent watch lover. I caught up with her in her NYC offices.
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